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 Does information about citizen participation initiatives increase political 

trust? 
 
Paper by Martin Ardanaz,  Susana Otálvaro-Ramírez, and Carlos 

Scartascini: “Participatory programs can reduce the informational and 

power asymmetries that engender mistrust. These programs, however, 

cannot include every citizen. Hence, it is important to evaluate if providing 

information about those programs could affect trust among those who do 

not participate. We assess the effect of an informational campaign about 

these programs in the context of a survey experiment conducted in the city 

of Buenos Aires, Argentina. Results show that providing detailed 

information about citizen involvement and outputs of a participatory 

budget initiative marginally shapes voters’ assessments of government 

performance and political trust. In particular, it increases voters’ 

perceptions about the benevolence and honesty of the government. 

Effects are larger for individuals with ex ante more negative views about 

the local government’s quality and they differ according to the 

respondents’ interpersonal trust and their beliefs about the ability of their 

communities to solve the type of collective-action problems that the 

program seeks to address. This article complements the literature that has 

examined the effects of participatory interventions on trust, and the 

literature that evaluates the role of information. The results in the article 

suggest that participatory budget programs could directly affect budget 

allocations and trust for those who participate, and those that are well-

disseminated could also affect trust in the broader population. Because 
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mistrustful individuals tend to shy away from demanding the government 

public goods that increase overall welfare, well-disseminated participatory 

budget programs could affect budget allocations directly and through their 

effect on trust…(More)”. 

   
  

Toward a 21st Century National Data Infrastructure: Managing Privacy and 
Confidentiality Risks with Blended Data 
 
Report by the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine: 
“Protecting privacy and ensuring confidentiality in data is a critical 
component of modernizing our national data infrastructure. The use of 
blended data – combining previously collected data sources – presents 
new considerations for responsible data stewardship. Toward a 21st 
Century National Data Infrastructure: Managing Privacy and Confidentiality 
Risks with Blended Data provides a framework for managing disclosure 
risks that accounts for the unique attributes of blended data and poses a 
series of questions to guide considered decision-making. 
 
Technical approaches to manage disclosure risk have advanced. Recent 
federal legislation, regulation and guidance has described broadly the roles 
and responsibilities for stewardship of blended data. The report, drawing 
from the panel review of both technical and policy approaches, addresses 
these emerging opportunities and the new challenges and responsibilities 
they present. The report underscores that trade-offs in disclosure risks, 
disclosure harms, and data usefulness are unavoidable and are central 
considerations when planning data-release strategies, particularly for 
blended data…(More)”. 
 

 

   
  

Civic Trust: What’s In A Concept? 
 
Article by Stefaan Verhulst, Andrew J. Zahuranec, Oscar Romero and Kim 
Ochilo: “We will only be able to improve civic trust once we know how to 
measure it… 
Recently, there’s been a noticeable decline in trust toward institutions 
across different sectors of society. This is a serious issue, as evidenced by 
surveys including the Edelman Trust Barometer, Gallup, and Pew Research. 
 
Diminishing trust presents substantial obstacles. It threatens to weaken 
the foundation of a pluralistic democracy, adversely affects public health, 
and hinders the collaboration needed to tackle worldwide challenges such 
as climate change. Trust forms the cornerstone of democratic social 
contracts and is crucial for maintaining the civic agreements essential for 
the prosperity and cohesion of communities, cities, and countries alike. 
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3 
 

 

Yet to increase civic trust, we need to know what we mean by it and how to 
measure it, which turns out to be a challenging exercise. Toward that end, 
The GovLab at New York University and the New York Civic Engagement 
Commission joined forces to catalog and identify methodologies to 
quantify and understand the nuances of civic trust. 
 
“Building trust across New York is essential if we want to deepen civic 
engagement,” said Sarah Sayeed, Chair and Executive Director of the Civic 
Engagement Commission. “Trust is the cornerstone of a healthy 
community and robust democracy.” 
 
This blog delves into various strategies for developing metrics to measure 
civic trust, informed by our own desk research, which categorizes civic 
trust metrics into descriptive, diagnostic, and evaluative 
measures…(More)”. 
 

   
  

Citizen Engagement in Evidence-informed Policy-making: A Guide to Mini-
publics 
 
Report by WHO: “This guide focuses on a specific form of citizen 
engagement, namely mini-publics, and their potential to be adapted to a 
variety of contexts. Mini-publics are forums that include a cross-section of 
the population selected through civic lottery to participate in evidence-
informed deliberation to inform policy and action. The term refers to a 
diverse set of democratic innovations to engage citizens in policy-making. 
This guide provides an overview of how to organize mini-publics in the 
health sector. It is a practical companion to the 2022 Overview report, 
Implementing citizen engagement within evidence-informed policy-
making. Both documents examine and encourage contributions that 
citizens can make to advance WHO’s mission to achieve universal health 
coverage…(More)”” 
 

 

   
  

How will AI shape our future cities? 
 
Article by Ying Zhang: “For city planners, a bird’s-eye view of a map 

showing buildings and streets is no longer enough. They need to simulate 

changes to bus routes or traffic light timings before implementation to 

know how they might affect the population. Now, they can do so with 

digital twins – often referred to as a “mirror world” – which allows them to 

simulate scenarios more safely and cost-effectively through a three-

dimensional virtual replica. 
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Cities such as New York, Shanghai and Helsinki are already using digital 

twins. In 2022, the city of Zurich launched its own version. Anyone can use 

it to measure the height of buildings, determine the shadows they cast and 

take a look into the future to see how Switzerland’s largest city might 

develop. Traffic congestion, a housing shortage and higher energy 

demands are becoming pressing issues in Switzerland, where 74% of the 

population already lives in urban areas. 

But updating and managing digital twins will become more complex as 

population densities and the levels of detail increase, according to 

architect and urban designer Aurel von Richthofen of the consultancy 

Arup. 

The world’s current urban planning models are like “individual silos” where 

“data cannot be shared, which makes urban planning not as efficient as we 

expect it to be”, said von Richthofen at a recent event hosted by the Swiss 

innovation network Swissnex. … 

The underlying data is key to whether a digital twin city is effective. But 

getting access to quality data from different organisations is extremely 

difficult. Sensors, drones and mobile devices may collect data in real-time. 

But they tend to be organised around different knowledge domains – such 

as land use, building control, transport or ecology – each with its own data 

collection culture and physical models…(More)” 

 
   
Πηγές https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/world-development 

https://www.nationalacademies.org/home 
https://medium.com/ 
https://iris.who.int/  
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/ 

 

   
   
Ταυτότητα Η ενημερωτική σειρά «Τοπική 

Αυτοδιοίκηση Χωρίς Σύνορα» 
αποτελεί έκδοση του 
«Εργαστηρίου Πολιτικών του 
Μέλλοντος» του πυλώνα «Οι 
Κιχώτες του Πολιτικού», ο οποίος 
αναπτύσσεται και λειτουργεί 
συνεργατικά στον ιστότοπο: 
www.diaplous-autodioikisi.gr  
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