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 Digital Self-Determination 
 
New Website and Resource by the International Network on Digital Self 
Determination: “Digital Self-Determination seeks to empower individuals 
and communities to decide how their data is managed in ways that benefit 
themselves and society. Translating this principle into practice requires a 
multi-faceted examination from diverse perspectives and in distinct 
contexts. 
 
Our network connects different actors from around the world to consider 
how to apply Digital Self-Determination in real-life settings to inform both 
theory and practice. 
 
Our main objectives are the following: 
 
Inform policy development; 
Accelerate the creation of new DSD processes and technologies; 
Estabilish new professions that can help implement DSD (such as data 
stewards); 
Contribute to the regulatory and policy debate; 
Raise awareness and build bridges between the public and private sector 
and data subjects…(More)”.  
 

 

   
  

 
 

 

https://idsd.network/
https://idsd.network/
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The Global Cooperation Barometer 2024 
 
WEF Report: “From 2012 up until the COVID-19 pandemic, there was an 
increase in cooperation across four of the five pillars, with peace and 
security being the only exception. Innovation and technology saw the 
biggest increase in cooperation – at more than 30%. 
 
The report shows a “stark deterioration” in the peace and security pillar 
due to a rapid rise in the number of forcibly displaced people and deaths 
from conflict. However, there has been “continued growth” in the climate 
and nature pillar due to increased commitments from countries. 
 
 
Cooperation trends by pillar. 
How cooperation has developed over the past decade, by pillar Image: 
World Economic Forum 
 
Here’s what you need to know about cooperation across the five pillars. 
 
Trade and capital 
Global trade and capital flows rose moderately between 2012 and 2022. 
During the pandemic, these areas experienced volatility, with labour 
migration patterns dropping. But metrics such as goods trade, 
development assistance and developing countries’ share of foreign direct 
investment, and manufacturing exports have returned to strong growth in 
the post-pandemic period, says the report. 
 
Innovation and technology 
In the eight years until the pandemic, innovation and technology 
cooperation “maintained strong and significant growth” across most 
indicators, especially cross-border data flows and IT services trade. But 
this has plateaued since 2020, with some key metrics, including cross-
border patent applications and international student flows, falling. 
 
Discover 
 
How is the World Economic Forum creating guardrails for Artificial 
Intelligence? 
 
Climate and natural capital 
This is the only pillar that has seen the majority of indicators rise across 
the whole decade, with financial commitments to mitigation and 
adaptation and a significant expansion of marine protected areas. 
However, emissions continue to rise and “progress towards ecological 
outcomes is stagnant”, says the report. 
 
Health and wellness 
Between 2012 and 2020, cooperation on health and wellness rose 
consistently and was “essential” to navigating the COVID-19 pandemic, 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2024/01/this-is-the-state-of-global-cooperation-in-2024/
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says the report, citing vaccine development, if not necessarily distribution, 
as an example. But cooperation has dipped slightly since its peak in 2020. 
 
Peace and security 
Trends in peace and security cooperation have declined considerably since 
2016, driven by a rise in forcibly displaced people and cyberattacks, as well 
as a recent increase in the number of conflicts and conflict-related deaths. 
The report notes these metrics suggest an “increasingly unstable global 
security environment and increased intensity of conflicts”…(More)”. 
 
 

   
  

Debate and Decide: Innovative Participatory Governance in South Australia 
2010–2018 
 
Paper by Matt D. Ryan: “This article provides an account of how innovative 
participatory governance unfolded in South Australia between 2010 and 
2018. In doing so it explores how an ‘interactive’ political leadership style, 
which scholarship argues is needed in contemporary democracy, played 
out in practice. Under the leadership of Premier Jay Weatherill this 
approach to governing, known as ‘debate and decide’, became regarded as 
one of the most successful examples of democratic innovation globally. 
Using an archival and media method of analysis the article finds evidence 
of the successful application of an interactive political leadership style, but 
one that was so woven into competitive politics that it was abandoned 
after a change in government in March 2018. To help sustain interactive 
political leadership styles the article argues for research into how a 
broader base of politicians perceives the benefits and risks of innovative 
participatory governance. It also argues for a focus on developing 
politicians’ collaborative leadership capabilities. However, the article 
concludes by asking: if political competition is built into our system of 
government, are we be better off leveraging it, rather than resisting it, in the 
pursuit of democratic reform?…(More)”. 
 
 

 

   
  

Medical AI could be ‘dangerous’ for poorer nations, WHO warns 
 
Article by David Adam: “The introduction of health-care technologies 
based on artificial intelligence (AI) could be “dangerous” for people in 
lower-income countries, the World Health Organization (WHO) has warned. 
 
The organization, which today issued a report describing new guidelines 
on large multi-modal models (LMMs), says it is essential that uses of the 
developing technology are not shaped only by technology companies and 
those in wealthy countries. If models aren’t trained on data from people in 

 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2024/01/this-is-the-state-of-global-cooperation-in-2024/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ajph.12843
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ajph.12843
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-024-00161-1
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under-resourced places, those populations might be poorly served by the 
algorithms, the agency says. 
 
“The very last thing that we want to see happen as part of this leap forward 
with technology is the propagation or amplification of inequities and 
biases in the social fabric of countries around the world,” Alain Labrique, 
the WHO’s director for digital health and innovation, said at a media 
briefing today. 
 
The WHO issued its first guidelines on AI in health care in 2021. But the 
organization was prompted to update them less than three years later by 
the rise in the power and availability of LMMs. Also called generative AI, 
these models, including the one that powers the popular ChatGPT chatbot, 
process and produce text, videos and images…(More)”. 
 

   
 Integrating Participatory Budgeting and Institutionalized Citizens’ 

Assemblies: A Community-Driven Perspective 
 
Article by Nick Vlahos: “There is a growing excitement in the democracy 
field about the potential of citizen’s assemblies (CAs), a practice that 
brings together groups of residents selected by lottery to deliberate on 
public policy issues. There is longitudinal evidence to suggest that 
deliberative mini-publics such as those who meet in CAs can be 
transformative when it comes to adding more nuance to public opinion on 
complex and potentially polarizing issues. 
 
But there are two common critiques of CAs. The first is that they are not 
connected to centers of power (with very few notable exceptions) and 
don’t have authority to make binding decisions. The second is that they are 
often disconnected from the broader public, and indeed often claim to be 
making their own, new “publics” instead of engaging with existing ones. 
 
In this article I propose that proponents of CAs could benefit from the 
thirty-year history of another democratic innovation—participatory 
budgeting (PB). There are nearly 12,000 recorded instances of PB to draw 
learnings from. I see value in both innovations (and have advocated and 
written about both) and would be interested to see some sort of 
experimentation that combines PB and CAs, from a decentralized, bottom-
up, community-driven approach. 
 
We can and should think about grassroots ways to scale and connect 
people across geography using combinations of democratic innovations, 
which along the way builds up (local) civic infrastructure by drawing from 
existing civic capital (resident-led groups, non-profits, service providers, 
social movements/mobilization etc.)…(More)”. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-024-00161-1
https://www.nationalcivicleague.org/national-civic-review/issue/winter-2024-volume-112-number-4/
https://www.nationalcivicleague.org/national-civic-review/issue/winter-2024-volume-112-number-4/
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«Εργαστηρίου Πολιτικών του 
Μέλλοντος» του πυλώνα «Οι 
Κιχώτες του Πολιτικού», ο οποίος 
αναπτύσσεται και λειτουργεί 
συνεργατικά στον ιστότοπο: 
www.diaplous-autodioikisi.gr  
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