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 Assembling an Assembly Guide 
 
Guide prepared by DemocracyNext: :The Assembling an Assembly Guide is 
a resource for any institution, organisation, city administration, or policy 
maker interested in running a Citizens’ Assembly. It is also a useful tool for 
citizens and activists wishing to learn more about what a Citizens’ 
Assembly is and how it works, in order to strengthen their advocacy 
efforts. 
 
This 3-stage guide will accompany you through the different steps of 
designing, running, and acting on the results of a Citizens’ Assembly. It 
draws on and points to a curated selection of the best available resources. 
From deciding how to choose and define an issue, to setting the budget, 
timeline, and which people to involve, this guide aims to make it a simple 
and clear process…(More)”. 

 

   
 Mapping the landscape of data intermediaries 

 
Report by the European Commission’s Joint Research Centre: “…provides a 
landscape analysis of key emerging types of data intermediaries. It 
reviews and syntheses current academic and policy literature, with the goal 
of identifying shared elements and definitions. An overall objective is to 
contribute to establishing a common vocabulary among EU policy makers, 
experts, and practitioners. Six types are presented in detail: personal 
information management systems (PIMS), data cooperatives, data trusts, 
data unions, data marketplaces, and data sharing pools. For each one, the 
report provides information about how it works, its main features, key 
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examples, and business model considerations. The report is grounded in 
multiple perspectives from sociological, legal, and economic disciplines. 
The analysis is informed by the notion of inclusive data governance, 
contextualised in the recent EU Data Governance Act, and problematised 
according to the economic literature on business models. 
 
The findings highlight the fragmentation and heterogeneity of the field. 
Data intermediaries range from individualistic and business-oriented types 
to more collective and inclusive models that support greater engagement 
in data governance, while certain types do aim at facilitating economic 
transactions between data holders and users, others mainly seek to 
produce collective benefits or public value. In the conclusions, it derives a 
series of take-aways regarding main obstacles faced by data 
intermediaries and identifies lines of empirical work in this field…(More)”. 
 

   
 A Blueprint for the EU Citizens’ Assembly 

 
Paper by Carsten Berg, Claudia Chwalisz, Kalypso Nicolaidis, and Yves 
Sintomer: “The European Union has recognised that citizens are not 
sufficiently involved or empowered in its governance—how can we solve 
this problem? 
 
Today, ahead of President Von Der Leyen’s 2023 State of the Union 
address on 13 September, we’re proud to co-publish a paper with the 
European University Institute written by four leading experts. The paper 
offers a blueprint for a solution: establishing the EU Citizens’ Assembly 
(EUCA) to share power with the other three institutions of the European 
Council, Commission, and Parliament. 
 
After all, “a new push for democracy” is one of the European Commission’s 
self-declared top priorities for this coming year. This needs to be more 
than lip service. Unless citizens are given genuine agency and voice in 
deciding the big issues facing us in this age of turbulence, the authors 
argue, we will have lost the global battle in defence of democracy. The 
foundation has been laid for the EUCA with the success of lottery-selected 
EU Citizens’ Panels during the Conference on the Future of Europe, as well 
as those initiated by the European Commission over the past year, but 
more work must be done.  
 
In the paper, the authors explain why such an Assembly is needed, then 
suggest how it could be designed in an iterative fashion, operated, and 
what powers it could have in the EU system. 
 
“In a broader context of democratic crisis and green, digital, and 
geopolitical transitions, we need to open up our imaginations to radical 
political change,” the authors say. “Political and technocratic elites must 
start giving up some control and allow for a modicum of self-
determination by citizens.”..(More)” 
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 Regulation of Artificial Intelligence Around the World 

 
Report by the Law Library of Congress: “…provides a list of jurisdictions in 
the world where legislation that specifically refers to artificial intelligence 
(AI) or systems utilizing AI have been adopted or proposed. Researchers of 
the Law Library surveyed all jurisdictions in their research portfolios to find 
such legislation, and those encountered have been compiled in the 
annexed list with citations and brief descriptions of the relevant legislation. 
Only adopted or proposed instruments that have legal effect are reported 
for national and subnational jurisdictions and the European Union (EU); 
guidance or policy documents that have no legal effect are not included for 
these jurisdictions. Major international organizations have also been 
surveyed and documents adopted or proposed by these organizations that 
specifically refer to AI are reported in the list…(More)”. 

 

   
 Unleashing the metaverse for skills and workforce development 

 
Article by Gemma Rodon, Marjorie Chinen, and Diego Angel-Urdinola: “The 
metaverse is revolutionizing skills and workforce development, reshaping 
learning in fields like auto-mechanics, health care, welding and various 
vocations. It offers future workers with invaluable, cost-effective, flexible, 
standardized and safe apprenticeship opportunities tailored for the 
demands of the global economy….Given its importance and potential, the 
World Bank’s EdTech team, with support from a Digital Development 
Partnership Grant, has recently completed a knowledge pack (KP) that 
provides evidence and case studies showcasing the advantages and 
results of using the metaverse, notably virtual and extended reality (XR) 
labs, for workforce development and offers guidance on implementation 
and steps necessary to deploy this technology. XR is an umbrella term that 
encompasses all immersive technologies that blend physical and digital 
worlds, including virtual reality (VR), augmented reality (AR), and mixed 
reality (MR). 
 
The KP compiles a catalog of available virtual and XR labs in the market in 
high-demand sectors, such as auto-mechanics, nursing, and welding. 
Overall, the metaverse is reshaping workforce development in three key 
aspects: 
 
Reducing risks and fostering safety: Some training situations and learning 
experiences may be dangerous or difficult to access (e.g., health care, 
welding training, emergency preparedness, mass disasters, etc.). 
Promoting technical proficiency: The metaverse allows for unlimited 
practice opportunities and can personalize the pace (and scenarios) of the 
learning experiences in a simulated environment. 
Enhancing efficiency and monitoring: Training in the metaverse requires 
less investment in inputs and consumables; allows for easier adjustments 
to changes in the industry and facilitates data collection and analysis on 
students’ use and performance…(More)”. 
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